CHAPTER   IV

THE  ARYAN"   PATH

*

THE summary of the main features of his system
of beliefs which Gotama is said, in our earliest
authorities, to have put before his five friends
at Benares, gives us what those authorities held
to be mosb important in his teaching, Wo may
possibly go even further. It is not very probable,
after the long and careful course of instruction
they had received from him, that the early
disciples can have misunderstood him on such
a point. There arc distinct traces in our-earliest
documents of a development/ of thought, in the
views of his followers regarding the personality
of their master, in their Butldholo^y. No Hitch
traces have yet been found of development, in
fundamental doctrine. The balance of proba-
bility is therefore in favour of the tradition
having preserved the actual views of (lotarna
himself; and very possibly the expressions lie
used. But even if we adopt the more difficult